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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To ring a p-type gallium nitride 
compound semiconductor and a metallic electrode into ohmic 
contact with each other and to make a contact resistance small, by 
forming the metallic electrode on the p-type gallium nitride 
compound semiconductor layer through a p-type silicon carbide 
crystal. 

SOLUTION: An electrode 9 at the p-type side is formed through a p- 
type GaN layer 7, a first contact layer, and a high-concentration p- 
type H-SiC layer 8, a second contact layer, and hence the electrode 
9 is not brought into direct contact with a p-type AIGaN layer 6. Due 
to this structure, a contact resistance between the electrode 9 and 
the SiC layer 8 is small and a forward voltage can be lowered. 
Therefore, a semiconductor laser as a light emitting element having a 
low oscillation threshold voltage can be obtained. 
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